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Number One Division New Zealand Armed Constabulary Force akin to an Army, was raised in Hawkes Bay in October 1867 to put down rebellion and quell
disturbances. After the war’s end in 1872, the Armed Constabulary assumed a frontier policing role until 1877 and then as a Field Force Reserve until 1886. The re-
enactment society was founded in 1982 to perform in Guards of Honour, Gun Salutes, Parades and Tattoos on special occasions. Using authentic uniforms and
costumes, horse drawn Armstrong Field Guns, Coehorn Mortars and Snider Rifles, the NZACFRS creates realistic impressions of bygone days.
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ARMSTRONG CARRIAGE MANUFACTURE

Timber, rerwork. szes and shooe: had o be determined by

Parr 1 scaling the plans. Production technigues then hod fo be devel-
oped ond the necessory toals designed and made,
B g I ‘Without knowiedge of gun camioge manufocture some solu-

Weight i2.0.0 fians fo protiems were anived of by debate, John Csbome. a

mechanical engiheer, ard Fred Tasker. a moster builder, de-
visad consructionrethods. caling upon other talents within the

Te fi in
Tmnege 2,390
group as neaded

The making in 1982 of the New Zealand Epic motion picture
‘UTU" and involvement by 70 members of the Hawke's Bay Black
Powder Club, Inc., acting as the Armed Constabulary, followed
by a guard of honour and gun salute for the Governor General
at the film's World Premiere in Napier, led fo the formation of the
New Zealand Armed Constabulary Force Re-enactment Society
as a section of the Club.

In August 1983 NZACFRS members obtained ¢1860 Armstrong
gun plans from the Royal Arillery Institution, England. They con-
tfracted each other to help manufacture five full size Six Pounder
Armsirongs and Limbers, and four full size 12 Pounder Armstrongs
and Limbers similar to those used by the Artillery Unit of the New
Zealand Armed Constabulary Force c1869,

FIELD CARRIAGE FOR 12 POUNDER

ARMSTRONG GUN - APPROVED
FEBRUARY 28, 1860

Copy of part of arighal plan of el cariage for 12 Poundsr Amstong gun ¢ 1660 The Roval Arery instifuts, Landon

Some molkise (ssa boren) holes have been left showing in the
gun carlage components. Cther used hardwood poles wers
purchased of noming cost (510 sach) from fhe Hoawke's Bay
Bactric Power Board,

The trurk of an Oak fres planted In the 13705, fellad In 1982 to
make way for rand widening on the Howke's Boy Commurity

FIELD CARRIAGE FOR 6 POUNDER
ARMSTRONG GUN - APPROVED

MATERIALS AUGUST 31, 1861

Spacifications for caricges made in England recuired Ath for
noves ond fellcss, Cak forspokes and ik and Ock or Eim forthe:
ende bac and cheeks. Thesa distinctions were made becouse of
differences in wood charctenstics and stresses coused by gun

Collage Cfotara campus, became cheeks,

The Howke's Bay Farmen Meal Company (Whokatu) donated
used ammeonla pipes of varkous sizes for bomel construction.
Paclfc Metal Industries provided scrap bol's. stes! plates and
sther asscried metal ifems which were refoshicned inte gun

Pings
Forcolonicl service,Lse could be mada of such foreignwood as
was suitad for the climate for which thay wae intenced,

camoge fitlings. Cockes Corsolidoted Services. Patone, and
Danoghy's Industries td, Wedingtan, donated sisal repe fat the
limbers, Odiire Ltd.. Napler, donated fyre bols, Insead ol nails,
screnws, point and hinges

To keep coits 7o ¢ minimum, extensive e wos mada of
recyclec motenak, The Howks's Bay County Councl dancted
Australian hardwood bridge bearms and piles, some recovered
from tha Napier - Taupe read and eriginally put in ploce by the
Armmed Constabuary Forcausing convict labour Inthe 1870 and
BO's.

The Howke's Boy Horbour Boord donated old wharf plles ond
baomsrecoveradfiom the “iron Pt horbour, Ahudr, constructed
In fhe 1840% but badly domaged In the 1931 Howke's Boy
earhquake.

Thes Roye Artifery inatifite, London




 LIMBER

Wheels for the Imber and gun cariicgs arsinferchangable, The
anly limoer components that presented a protlem weny the
shafts. Mot enly 10 find o sutabie strong knot wood buf alie
ane ws could offord,
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TOr wias salvagad for our Neads
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BARRELS

Arrrancng fabricated borel desan, opproved for Briish fiald
sarvice in November 1858, utlized o sieel inner tube riled with o
large numriner &f shalow ifing grooves. Ribbons of wraught ien
wers wourd Info hoops, fre-walded fogether and shrink on
areund the stee barmel, placing It uncer compressiar
Ing the carelthicknas ondsirength, i gunwas creech loaded
tha rear of the barrel being cksed by ¢ went pace” (bresch
bleck) dropoed in ond clamped n place by a krge breech
screw, hoving @ hole thiaugh 1H for loocing and cieaning

The Hawke's Bay Farnes Meat Compary Lid, Whakatu, do-
nated scrop steel tube of varkus sizes from which we were obie
to fabrioote bomek 1o look assntially ke Amrmstrong's. The very
Strang secmies INrer Tube we ussd was oll 'hat was required o
withstand the low pressurs genarated by fling blank charges.
FoEiic Metal Ingusmes Lid, of Napisr conated some scrap stael
tex Newr Zeciand Roilways). from which wa mads breech

ccme 10 he lescus, offerng 1o
ents ar reascnoble costs, an old

PLAN OF 6 POUNDER ARMSTRONG
LIMBER C 18560

The Royal Arliery inshiste, (pridon

et v m Gresn ana Mok Pranter work cn pos for ¢ Founciar
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FIRST ENGAGEMENTS

Cn Saturday Desember 10 'ICSS 20; "Il PEqy

Constabulary
of rite Armstong
e not fully completac

Te six Pounders were marhandiad
shatt: of 2ach imber. 3 st
115605 ron limber frames
" uehve po o A mg N were fao hecwy o manty
and there hoa rot
consider horress Our YwLIuD Pounders were towed by oo
folawing fhe six Founders

fan

3 e portly Coreirs
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Ton fight, Befove e 15! ragimental alnner
Bofonm sight: Tabis ser for sixtaan

REGIMENTAL DINNER

By mig-Moverned 1983 Free monmne arter the start of the
jec the & Pounder Amstrongs wers storting fo foke st
cuse snough To hold our it Regimentes Dinrer for fr
strucnion team and fhairwives. e resaanch hod bean .
uniform; and cccoutriements, hence the variation in hal
oni buckles shown in the photo ot fight, T wes faken in 1
fwiligh! in Te Awarga, pesed by The nine pincipal membsrs of
the gur-making fecm.




GUN SALUTE

At tha afficiol opening of tha Colorial 5ection's exhibifion creq
of tha Hawks's Bay At Sallery and Museurm on Sunday Decem-
bar 17, 1983 a ful muster of NZACRS poraded. Memoers Dro-
vided a guard af foncur ord fired a roling voley and fusliods
trorn arignal Snider Enfisld corbinas ord riffas, This was fllowed
by on 18 gun salute fired from the fe & Founder Ammsirongs,
bringing alve o peried of early New Zeclond history o5 never
bafora, A" Colonial Aftemoen Tear' n the museum for the pubile
further ernonced the otmasohere created by fha guns

Tap right: The fiet bong of the 1 Qun salts was ancther sofifing
mamant for e costraciion team. Afher fouw monifes of hand ond
sometirmas feaious work Ihe Joy o potThar o use Nod arfved. Several
Hurcd Pacnks WiTesisd g DAY, NCLalng sIme §oersor. ond
wers favaurabiy | A

Sottom fght. Sefors ne soufa

HBelowe: Mooser Mayor, Cove Prebensen. insoechs mambes of he
NIACFRS oefone winessng the soiufe. The Ane Armeirongs occuplad
abmcat 00 melres of Marke Parads. i the aisfancs are tha 12 Foun-
ders.

HASTINGS CENTENNIAL

On February 4. 1984 Hostings cefebnatad its Centanary. Weak
Iongg festivities began with o 120 float porode through tha city,
loter descibed os The Cavolcode of he Century”. I il two
drumrnarboys ard Trevor Balcher ke fhve Romsa-cronm MEACERS
& Pouncier Armstrangs accomponied by 22 Amed Constabu-
lary. & fiat deck woggen pulled by drought homse, Bon, followed
On it wene lodies ong chidren in o 18508 colonial dress, Threa
e Adars simillarly gorbed broughl ups Sur eear,

Dufing the march, bolloons, wind-Dicwr paper, wardernng
dogs, trick cyclats, nolsy clowns and the genacdl razzmatazz
provad oo much forsevaral homkes, Inckiding our cutridens of the
recr Coraful selection and traolnmg of ou horses provec i worn
They seemad 10 enjoy [ all, responcing well (o e commorics
ard Trever Belchar's lusty crigs af ‘Hold-up® or "Fonsard” wihen
bref delays cccured, Hand clagping and chaas macsiined he
appreciation of fhe huge crowd of spacioton

We had our moments. Sronge objech arcountamd by 1he
homes ieguired constant recssuancs rom milrsman fhal al wos
well Some hasitalion wies enoounismsd af relwoy crossngs. Kit
the Appalocsa, Itied 10 Sde-step shodokws oot by tes Brarchas
wind-doncad on tha ground, Ceniré linas paintad on e road al
Infersections impalled hree hoses to Ump ocrods tham,

Ben, the stalion, was o real crowd pleasar ond seemead fo play
ta the gallery. Stopping sudcenty he would thecw wo: his haad
ond whinny lorg and loud, bul clagping Grd Chgarnng wios
greatest far his feet-opart slancs bladder rallef af the parodes
officicl dals. Reviewing dignittanss headed Dy Sr Robaart Muldoon
iR Frirne Minkter, ware visioly amusaad
When the Toamoana Showgrounds wene reachad ety o
hours laler he gurs were detached ond recdiad 1or the afte:-
noons gaia and gun salufe,

Top nghet Bruce Adram condroé Mary as shs crosses dnes. Hostgs
Carmanaial Parada

Beffam Aght: Ming Armshong guns asssmiblad for (he salde Horngs
Showgrolc

. HORSES AND HARNESS

Several NZACFRS members hod previous experence withriding

or harness horses, Local clubs were contacted. One club mem-

ber indicated that he could provide at least five horses with
harmess. When finclly he arived to see our long-shafted heavy
limbers and ariculated wide-wheeled gun carioges hereacted
with an emphatic “youll never get a horse to pull THAT
Crestfallen but undefeated - cnd less than seven weeks until
parade day - we began again the task of finding sulfable horses

| and hamess, Bacause of size and colouring the ideal horse was
| decided as a Standard breed hamess racehorse; but finding

these with a qulet nature seemed impossible.

After tricling over 30 horses, all supposedly hamess-tralned, we
ended up with two retired Standard breed ex-hamess racehoria
mares, a mother and daughter. Bruce Adrion and John Osbome

| refrained them with the assistance of Trever Pallison, a local

farmer and horseman, Waynne Valler spent ime training o back-

. counfry farm hack he'd located. Lyn Bliss, a keen Te Awanga

horse-woman, harness trained from scratch har young Appas
loosa gelding, Kit. Jim Webb hamess-tfrained the family riding
mare, Pudd.

Simultaneousty the design and manufacture of harness (o fil
any horse was undertaken. British Royal Horse Artillery harmess
plans formed the basis. Instead of leather, three sizes of dis
carded fire hose donated by the New Zealand Fire Service,
Hastings Branch, became the material.

John Csbomne designed saddles using steel liners absle 1o sUp-

* port shafts, britching straps and reln guide rings. Sloans Saddlan

and Canvas Company of Waipukurau contributed skill in fhe
making up. podding and reinforcing the pieces os neaded, Cast
was a minimal 5130 per set, including frace chains and linkage.
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" New Zealand Armed onsblary Force with 6 pounder Armstrong Field Guns and Limbers 1869



